
	  
	  

BEHAVIOR	  MANAGEMENT	  COURSE	  
Working	  with	  Children	  with	  Special	  Needs	  

bestpractices.gsu.edu	  
	  
	  

PART	  1:	  IDENTIFYING	  BARRIERS	  
	  

POSSIBLE	  BARRIERS	  TO	  WORKING	  EFFECTIVELY	  WITH	  CHILDREN	  WITH	  SPECIAL	  
NEEDS:	  

• Stress	  
• Low	  morale	  
• Feeling	  burned	  out	  
• Support	  from	  others	  
• Child’s	  family	  
• Training/experience	  
• Available	  resources	  
• Individual	  Viewpoint	  

	  
	  
EXPLORE	  YOUR	  THOUGHTS	  AND	  FEELINGS	  ABOUT	  SPECIAL	  NEEDS	  

	  



FOCUS	  ON	  THE	  POSITIVE	  TRAITS	  AND	  
POTENTIAL	  OF	  EVERY	  CHILD	  

	  
	  

PART	  2:	  MAKING	  REFERRALS	  

	  
THE	  REFERRAL	  PROCESS	  (refer	  to	  supplemental	  handout	  provided	  by	  BFTS	  
entitled	  “Guidance	  Document:	  Best	  Practices	  for	  Students	  with	  Suspected	  Special	  
Needs”	  for	  additional	  information)	  
	  

1. Allow	  time	  for	  ________________________.	  
2. Check	  ear,	  eye	  and	  dental	  forms.	  
3. Discuss	  concerns	  with	  ___________________.	  
4. Discuss	  concerns	  with	  supervisor	  and	  pre-‐k	  consultant.	  	  
5. Maintain	  accurate	  and	  up-‐to-‐date	  ______________________.	  
6. Organize	  follow-‐up	  meetings	  with	  parents	  and	  administrators.	  

	  
INVOLVEMENT	  WITH	  IEP	  
	  

• Be	  a	  part	  of	  the	  team	  
• Stay	  involved,	  even	  after	  implementation	  
• Be	  patient	  

	  

Remember	  to	  stay	  focused	  on	  what	  you	  can	  control	  
during	  the	  IEP	  process	  



PART	  3:	  MAKING	  ADAPTATIONS	  

	  

The	  purpose	  of	  adapting	  or	  modifying	  your	  classroom	  and	  materials	  for	  children	  
with	  special	  needs	  is	  to	  promote	  participation	  and	  success	  in	  everyday	  activities	  
and	  routines.	  
	  
GOALS	  OF	  ADAPTATION	  
Remove	  barriers:	  ____________________________________________________	  
Promote	  Independence:	  ______________________________________________	  
Reduce	  frustration:	  __________________________________________________	  
Enhance	  classroom	  involvement	  and	  community:	  __________________________	  
	  
ADAPTATION	  OPTIONS	  

	  

	  
	  

Least	  Intrusive	  
	   	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Most	  Intrusive	  
	  

____________________________	  Accommodations	  
	  

Adjustments	  to	  ______________	  &	  _______________	  
	  

Materials	  &	  ______________________	  Modifications	  
	  

Adapt	  the	  environment	  

Adapt	  activity	  or	  routine	  

Adapt	  materials	  

Adapt	  requirements	  or	  instruction	  

Provide	  assistance	  



The	  goal	  is	  to	  use	  the	  least	  intrusive	  	  
adaptation	  possible	  and	  still	  get	  results	  

	  

	  
INCLUSION	  READINESS	  	  
(Refer	  to	  Inclusion	  Readiness	  Checklist	  in	  supplemental	  handouts)	  
	  
Physical	  Impairments	  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Hearing/Vision	  Impairments	  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Communication	  or	  Language	  Delays	  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________	  
	  



Intellectual	  Disabilities	  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Sensory	  Integration	  Problems	  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Outdoor	  Space	  Considerations	  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
REMEMBER	  TO	  DOCUMENT	  
	  
	  
Document	  _______________	  the	  referral	  
	  
Document	  	  _________________________	  for	  services	  
	  
Document	  _______________	  services	  are	  implemented	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

As	  children	  change,	  adaptations	  
have	  to	  change	  too	  

	  



WEBSITES	  AND	  RESOURCES	  
	  
	  
	  
Bright	  from	  the	  Start	  
http://decal.ga.gov	  
	  
Center	  on	  the	  Social	  Emotional	  Foundations	  for	  Early	  Learning	  
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu	  
	  
Child	  Care	  Resource	  and	  Referral	  Agencies	  (CCR&R):	  	  
http://www.gaccrra.org/	  
Contact	  Inclusion	  Coordinators	  for	  assistance	  with	  children	  with	  special	  needs	  
	  
Families	  of	  Children	  Under	  Stress	  (FOCUS):	  	  
http://www.focus-‐ga.org/	  
Resources	  for	  families	  of	  children	  with	  developmental	  or	  physical	  disabilities	  
	  
Council	  for	  Exceptional	  Children,	  Division	  for	  Early	  Childhood	  
www.dec-‐sped.org	  
Great	  resource	  for	  professionals	  who	  work	  with	  children	  with	  special	  needs.	  
Provides	  on-‐line	  resources	  and	  professional	  development	  opportunities	  
	  
Frank	  Porter	  Graham	  Child	  Development	  Institute	  
www.fpg.unc.edu	  
Explore	  inclusion	  and	  teaching	  strategies	  
	  
Able	  Play	  
www.ableplay.org	  
Explore	  and	  purchase	  toys	  and	  materials	  for	  children	  with	  special	  needs	  
	  
US	  Department	  of	  Education:	  Individuals	  with	  Disabilities	  Act	  (IDEA)	  
Idea.ed.gov	  
Provides	  specific	  information	  about	  IDEA,	  Part	  B	  (ages	  3-‐21)	  
	  
	  

	  	  	   	  


